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CHURCH OF CHRIST

Go to PhillipBates.com for a Family Discussion Guide and other resources.

Big Idea

The most important question you will ever answer is who Jesus is. When we confess Jesus as the Christ
and submit our lives to him, everything changes.

Setting the Scene

Jesus asked this question in the region of Caesarea Philippi, a place filled with pagan worship and
competing claims about who deserved devotion. Shrines to false gods and symbols of Roman power
surrounded his disciples. In the middle of that confusion, Jesus asked this important question: "But who
do you say that | am?"

Our world is not much different. We are surrounded by competing voices, competing values, and

competing ideas about Jesus. Despite this confusion, it's important to understand Jesus' identity
correctly.

1. A Right Confession Gives Us a New Identity (v. 18a)

Peter confessed that Jesus is "the Christ, the Son of the living God." Jesus immediately responded by
reaffirming Peter's new name (Petfros—a rock) and his place in the mission.

When we confess Jesus as Lord and submit our lives to him, we stop looking to the world to tell us who
we are. Our identity is no longer rooted in our achievements, failures, relationships, possessions, or the
opinions of others. Our identity is found in Christ.

Reflect

e What currently has the greatest influence on how you see yourself?
e Are you finding your identity in Christ or in something that can be taken away?
e How would your daily life change if your primary identity were simply "l belong to Jesus"?

2. A Right Confession Gives Us New Confidence (v. 18b)

The church does not survive because of its resources, popularity, or influence. The church endures
because it belongs to Jesus.

Because Jesus is the Christ, we can live with confidence. Darkness does not have the final word. Sin
does not have the final word. Death does not have the final word.

Reflect
e Where are you tempted to live in fear rather than faith?
o Jesus describes the church as being on the offensive against the gates of hell, not just playing
defense. Where is our congregation—or you as an individual—called to boldly march into the
darkness of our community with Christ’s confidence?



3. A Right Confession Gives Us a New Mission (v. 19)

Jesus entrusted his apostles with proclaiming the gospel that opens the door to the kingdom.

Today, we continue proclaiming that same gospel. Every time we tell someone about Jesus, we are
inviting them to enter God's kingdom through faith in Christ. The good confession is not meant to stay
private. It is meant to be proclaimed.

Reflect

e Who in your life needs to hear the good news about Jesus?
e What keeps you from speaking about Christ more often?

The Good Confession

Peter declared: "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."

In the New Testament, this is known as the "Good Confession" (1 Timothy 6:12). The Good Confession
is the public declaration of allegiance every believer makes before stepping into the waters of baptism. It
is far more than repeating some words; it is a public pledge of absolute submission to Jesus as King.

Jesus still stands before every one of us today, asking the definitive question of human history: “But
who do you say that | am?”

Your answer to that question determines your identity, your priorities, your relationships, your purpose,
and ultimately, your eternal future.
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