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CHURCH OF CHRIST

Go to PhillipBates.com for a Family Discussion Guide and other resources.

Big Idea

Jesus alone can heal our deepest spiritual brokenness, but he also calls us to leave behind the
familiar patterns of sin and follow him into a new life.

Setting the Scene

Jesus arrives in Jerusalem at the Pool of Bethesda, where countless people who are blind,
lame, and paralyzed wait in hopes of being healed. Among them is a man who has been unable
to walk for thirty-eight years. Instead of immediately healing him, Jesus asks an unexpected
question: "Do you want to be healed?"

At first, the question seems unnecessary. Of course he wants to be healed! Yet Jesus' question
reaches beyond the man's physical condition and invites us to examine our deepest desires.
This miracle reveals not only Jesus' power over physical sickness but also his power to heal the
deeper sickness of the human soul.

Truth 1: Jesus Goes Where Broken People Are




Truth 2: Our Spiritual Paralysis Can Only Be Healed by Jesus

Truth 3: Sometimes We Become Comfortable in Our Brokenness




